Introduction
South Australia is the driest state in the driest continent in the world. Sparsely populated, the surface area is 380 000 square miles compared with that of the United Kingdom, which is 95000 square miles. The aboriginal population living in the eight missions and other aboriginal centres are thought to number about 3000 (about 0 24 % of the total), and they figure prominently in the epidemiology of syphilis because of the presence of endemic syphilis in these centres.
Incidence of syphilis
In 1966 legislation was passed requiring medical practitioners and laboratories dealing with syphilis or gonorrhoea to notify numbers of cases to the Central Board of Health. The incidence of reported syphilis has risen from 1-4/100 000 in 1966 to 40/100000 in 1976 (Table 1) ; this figure dropped to 28/100 000 in 1977. The rise in 1976 was almost entirely due to increased efficiency in collecting blood specimens from aboriginals in that year.
The overall incidence for Australia has dropped behind the South Australian figures since the early 1970s, not because South Australia has more cases of syphilis but because the figures are more accurate.
Incidence of gonorrhoea
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